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.4. COMMENT; THE ORAL EXPRESSION OF DISPLEASURE SUGGESTS 
ALMOST A PRO FORMA PROTEST, BUT THE COMMUNIOUE AND 
PROMINENT PRESS COVERAGE INDICATE THE INTENT TO LET 
THE ARGENTINE PUBLIC (AND MIL 1 TART) KNOW THAT THE 
GOA HAS DEFENDED THE NATIONAL SOVEREIGN™ FROM FOREIGN 
INTERFERENCE WITH THE VIGOR WITH WHICH (IN THE ARGENTINE 
VIEW) THE INCIDENT WARRANTS. END COMMENT. 
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S STATEMENT ON ARGENTINE TRADE 


REF: (A) STATE 105887; (B) BUENOS AIRES 3337 

1. ON MAY 2, 1973 THE DIRECTOR OF NORTH AMERICAN AFFAIRS' 

OF THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTRY, MINISTER-COUNSELOR 
MIGUEL ESPECHE Oil, CALLED IN THE CHARGE TO ISSUE AN ORAL 
PROTEST OVER THE " INADttlSSABLE* US INTERVENTION REPRESENTED 
BY THE RECENT STATEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT'S SPOKESMAN 
WHEN HE EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE DETENTIONS OF 
ARGENTINE TRADE UNION LEADERS AND THE HOPE THAT THEY WOULO 
BE RELEASED PROMPTLY. ESPECHE MADE HIS POINTS IN A LOW- 
KEY FASHION IN A TONE MORE OF SORROW THAN OF AUGER. HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT BY MEANS OF SECURITY DECREES ISSUED IN 
1376 ARGENTINA HAS SUSPENDED THE RIGHT TO STRIKE, THAT 
THE COUNTER ACTION AGAINST THE STRIKE LEADERS WAS TAKEN 
IN DEFENSE OF THE WORKERS' "RIGHT TO WORK" (POINTING OUT 
THAT THERE IS "RIGHT-TO-UORK" LEGISLATION IN SOME OF THF 
STATES OF THE UNITED STATES) AND THAT LEGAL DUE 
PROCESS IS BEING IMPLEMENTED IN THIS CASE INASMUCH 
AS AN ARGENTINE FEDERAL JUDGE IS INTERVENING IN ACCORD- 
ANCE WITH EXISTING ARGENTINE LAW. 
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2. HE THEN HANDED THE CHARGE AN AIDE MEMOIRE WHICH, 

BY DUR UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION, READS AS FOLLOWS: 

‘IN ACCORD:’,; WITH ATTRIBUTES CONFERRED BY LAW 
21,400, THE ARGLl.T IKE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN A SERIES Of 
MEASURES IN DEFENSE OF PUBLIC ORDER AND THE RIGHT 
TO WORK. 

"IT HAS APPLIED THE LEGISLATION EXISTING IN THE 
FIELD OF THIS SPECIFIC COMPETENCE, EXERCISING NATURAL 
FUNCTION OF THE STATE. 

*IT IS INADMISSIBLE AND CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL 
PRACTICE THAT SUCH ACTION, WHICH IS AN INHERENT RIGHT 
OF THE ARGENTINE STATE, CAN BE JUDGED BY ANOTHER 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT. 

•THEREFORE THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT EXPRESSES ITS 
DISPLEASURE OVER THE DECLARATIONS OF A DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE SPOKESMAN WHO HAS DESCRIBED LEGITIMATE ACTIONS 
OF ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES AS 'AN INFRINGEMENT OF 
UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED RIGHTS.' 

•THESE DECLARATIONS CONSTITUTE AN INTROMISSION 
IN THE AFFAIRS RESERVED EXCLUSIVELY TO THE JURISDICTION 
OF THE ARGENTINE STATE IN QUESTIONS SO DELICATE AS 
THE MAINTENANCE OF ORDER AND AND PUBLIC SECURITY AND THE 
EXERCISE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF ITS CITIZENRY. 

SUCH EXPRESSIONS DO NOT CONTRIBUTE AT ALL 70 THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF AN HARMONIOUS BILATERAL REL AT ICNNSH 1 P. * 


3. FOLLOWING THIS MEETING, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED 
A COMMUNIQUE TO THE PRESS ANNOUNCING THAT THE COA HAD 
CALLED IN THE CHARGE TO PROTEST THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
STATEMENT. THIS NEWS ITEM RECEIVED BANNER HEADLINES 
MD PROMINENT COVERAGE IN MOST OF THE MAY 3 MORNING 
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